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FOUNDED IN 1965
On October 27, 1965, Earl Legendre Sr. and William “Bill” Gregore joined forced 
and created the first newspaper specifically for the South Lafourche area, The 
Great Lafourche Gazette. 7,000 issues were delivered, free of charge, to the 
Lafourche Parish cities of Valentine, Larose, Cut O�, Galliano and Golden 
Meadow. The publication consisted of 12 black and white pages and was deliv-
ered on Wednesday afternoons to businesses and homes in the area.

To prepare the paper for the press, employees used typewriters to create arti-
cles, hand drawn artwork for advertisements, and black and white photographs 
that were developed by sta� members in the same building where The Lafourche 
Gazette is housed today. Each issue was created by pasting smaller sections and 
photos into large sheets of paper that were then hand delivered to a business in 
Thibodaux for printing. The sta� put in numerous hours each week preparing for 
the Wednesday edition.

About a decade after its inception, Earl became the sole owner of The Lafourche 
Gazette and decided to drop “Greater” from the name. About the same time the 
printing press being used developed and was now able to create color pages. 
Throughout the years, The Lafourche Gazette has grown into a publication that is 
beloved by the people of Lafourche Parish and Grand Isle. The Lafourche Gazette, 
commonly referred to as just The Gazette, is continuing to develop each year.

In 2006, Earl decided to retire from the industry and sold The Lafourche Gazette 
to his son and daughter-in-law, Boo and Addy Legendre. Boo decided to follow the 
digital trend and created a website that encompassed most of the information 
found in each issue. In 2015, The Lafourche Gazette family su�ered a devastating 
lost, Publisher Boo Legende, passed away. Boo, known for his smile, infectious 
laughter and colorful antics, thrived as publisher of the Gazette. Boo made every 
person he met feel special. He had a great love for the Bayou Lafourche communi-
ty. He was instrumental in bringing the Gazette into the digital age and created a 
website. The Lafourche Gazette is presently run by Addy and her dedicated sta�.
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